Introduction
Marine protected areas (MPAs) are established with the objective of regenerating the resources and the proper functioning of ecosystem providing increased yields and larval transport to adjacent areas (Mumby et al. 2007; Unsworth et al. 2007; Russ 2002; Ward et al. 2001; Sumaila et al. 1999) . Marine protected area establishment has been one of the strategies of coastal resources management to restore and/or increase fish stocks for reefbased fisheries and at the same time protecting ecosystem values from harmful human activities (Aliño et al. 2004 ).
The establishment of MPAs in the Philippines has seen an increase since 1994 but only 10% are strictly protected (Pajaro et al. 1999) . The Philippines currently has a total of 1,116 MPAs managed by local government units (LGUs), communitybased organizations or people's organizations Building on participatory marine protected area monitoring in Lanuza Bay, Southeastern, Philippines (POs) , national government under the Philippine National Integrated Protected Areas System, or by a combination of the three (Arceo et al. 2008 
Material and methods

Study Area
Lanuza Bay (N8O45′-9O30′; E125O45′-126O15′) is located in southeastern Philippines in the island of Min danao in the Province of Surigao del Sur, facing the Pacific (Figure 1 ). The bay is encompassed by seven muni cipalities (see Figure 1 ). Lanuza Bay is dominated by the southward flowing Mindanao current (Lukas et al. 1991) . Lanuza Bay has a total of sixteen (16) marine pro tected areas, ranging from 18.9 hectares to 75.5 hectares.
Nine (9) out of the 16 MPAs were monitored by Haribon The aim of the consultation was to develop a monitoring tool that could be easily adopted by people's organizations in communitymanaged marine protected areas under
Pambansang Alyansa ng Maliliit na Mangingisda Na
Nangangalaga ng Sangtuwaryo at Karagatan sa Pilipinas, a national alliance of communitybased marine protected area managers upon project phaseout.
Results
There was no significant increase or decrease (p<0. (Cabaitan et al. 2006 ).
The number of transects has also an effect on the resolution of the data in detecting changes. Unlike in the study area where only two transect per site were estab lished, a minimum of five (5) The diver/observer has more flexibility with SCUBA because they can monitor the deeper portions of the MPA.
The members of the PO and the local government staff were the ones that suggested the training on SCUBA.
According to them they exert less effort with snorkeling equipment because they do not need to come up for air from time to time. At least two to three MPAs were studied when SCUBA equipment was used because the divers/ observers were not affected by surface conditions (i.e.
waves, etc.) and there was less fatigue according to the monitoring team.
In addition, there is a need to relate the ecological monitoring (coral cover and fish abundance) for the ef 
Institutionalization of monitoring activity
The monitoring should be institutionalized and this is vital to the success of resource management (Bennon et al. 2005) . Since it is an annual activity for the local gov After the session, they pledged to continue providing funds for the monitoring of the MPAs and increased benefits for the monitoring team such as a monetary donation for the days that they were involved. In another session, the members of the PO were the ones who an swered questions regarding the observations during the monitoring. In the succeeding sessions, they were en couraged by the local government staff to continue since they were considered as community leaders where the community defers their decisions to them. There was also a provision of daily allowance for the monitoring team for monitoring every year by the LGU in Cortes.
